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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

This report examines college enrollment and persistence of Atlanta Public School (APS) graduates since 2012. It 

focuses on "seamless enrollment" of each graduating cohort as defined by the Center for Education Policy Research at 

Harvard University.  Seamless enrollment means a student enrolled in a postsecondary institution by October 1st following

their high school graduation. Information about National Student Clearinghouse (NSC), the source of the post-secondary 

enrollment data, can be found at the end of this report.  

58% of cohort 2019 on-time graduates were enrolled in 2- or 4-year institutions as of October 1, 2019. This is compared 

to a national 2018 enrollment rate of 69%.  (Source:  BLS)

Introduction
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https://www.bls.gov/news.release/hsgec.nr0.htm
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In 2019, there were substantial differences across high schools in seamless college enrollment rates. Atlanta Classical 

had the highest enrollment rate (87%), followed by Drew Secondary (85%), Grady (77%), North Atlanta (73%), and KIPP 

Collegiate (72%).  Carver HS (34%), Douglass (29%), and Crim (20%) had the lowest rates. 

2019 postsecondary enrollment rates varied by high school
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

Districtwide, about 16% of cohort 2018 graduates enrolled at institutions that predominantly grant 2-year degrees, 

compared to 42% at institutions that predominantly grant 4-year degrees. The proportion of graduates enrolling in 2-year 

institutions varies widely by high school.  Classical, Drew Secondary, North Atlanta, Grady, and KIPP Collegiate had the 

highest proportion of cohort 2019 graduates enrolled at 4-year institutions.

The majority of 2019 seamless college enrollees went to four-year colleges

Notes:  College classification uses U.S. Department of Education College Scorecard data (predominant degree type).  The “2-year” classification includes any institutions that predominantly grant 

certificates or associate degrees.
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

Since 2013, more than half of all seamless college enrollees from APS enrolled at in-state public institutions.  The 

percentage of students enrolling at public in-state institutions decreased slightly compared to last year, while the 

percentages of students enrolling at public out-of-state institutions increased slightly.  Overall, a greater proportion of  

students are attending public institutions compared to previous years.  More cohort 2019 students attended Georgia State 

University than any other institution; enrollment at Atlanta Metropolitan State College decreased greatly compared to 

cohort 2018.

The majority of APS college enrollees attend public institutions within Georgia
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

Postsecondary enrollment rates vary across student racial/ethnic groups

Hispanic, Asian, and White students enrolled in college at higher rates in 2019 than in 2018.  The seamless enrollment 

rate for Black students decreased after steady growth from 2016 to 2018.

White and Asian students in APS continue to enroll in college at higher rates than Hispanic and Black students. The 

Black-White enrollment gap increased from 26 points in 2018 to 35 points in 2019, and Hispanic seamless enrollment 

rates surpassed Black seamless enrollment rates. The Hispanic-White gap decreased from 40 points in 2018 to 34 points 

in 2019.

35
point 

gap

34
point 

gap

6



ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS DATA + INFORMATION GROUP | RESEARCH + EVALUATION

APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

The percentage of APS graduates seamlessly enrolling decreased compared to 2018

The percentage of APS graduates seamlessly enrolling decreased from 2018 to 2019.  However, year 2 persistence 

rates are higher for cohorts 2017 and 2018 than for previous cohorts.  The percentage of students attaining a degree or 

certificate after 6 years remains at 33%.

For this analysis, college persistence is defined as remaining enrolled in a post-secondary institution as of October 1 in 

years following initial enrollment.  A student need not remain enrolled in the same institution to count as persisting; 

however, s/he must remain enrolled continuously (as of October 1 in consecutive years).
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60% of cohort 2013 on-time graduates who seamlessly enrolled earned some kind of 

degree within 6 years
National measures of persistence and college graduation rates typically consider the percentage of enrollees who persist 

and graduate.  Of APS students who seamlessly enroll in college, about three of four persist to year 2, though this 

percentage has decreased slightly in recent years.

Nationally, the 6-year graduation rate is 60% for 4-year colleges (the 3 year graduation rate for 2-year colleges is 32%). 

(Source:  NCES)
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https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=40
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This table shows institutional and 

APS graduation rates for schools 

that enrolled at least 15 APS 

students from cohort 2013 (i.e. 

students have had 6 years to 

graduate).

The “Any” rate indicates students 

who earned a degree / certificate 

from any institution within 6 years, 

while the “Same” rate indicates 

students who earned a degree / 

certificate from the same 

institution at which they started 

(the definition used for the 

institutional graduation rate).  For 

both APS grad rates, the 

denominator is number of cohort 

2013 seamless enrollees.

APS students who attend 

postsecondary institutions with 

low graduation rates may require 

additional supports to be 

successful.

Many APS students enroll at institutions with graduation rates below the national 

average (about 60% for 4-year and 32% for 2-year)

Notes:

 Graduation rates come from the Department of Education’s College Scorecards and are the percent of students who enrolled in the fall as first-time, full-time students and completed within 150 

percent of the expected time. To reduce variability from year to year, graduation rates are averaged across years.

 Students who transfer out do count against an institution’s graduation rate.

 * In 2016, Perimeter College merged with GSU, forming GSU Perimeter.  APS grad rates for GSU Perimeter represent cohort 2013 students (who attended pre-merger).
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*

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS DATA + INFORMATION GROUP | RESEARCH + EVALUATION

APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

Data Sources
National Student Clearinghouse

Postsecondary enrollment rates are calculated using data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC). NSC 

is a subscription service used by APS to match graduates with college enrollment records. NSC obtains student data 

directly from participating college and university registrars typically on a monthly basis. NSC claims that more than 97

percent of all students enrolled in degree granting institutions in the U.S. are attending schools that regularly send their 

data to NSC. Known postsecondary institutions enrolling APS students that do not participate with NSC include Duke 

University (NC), Belmont University (TN), Columbia University (NY), Toccoa Falls College (GA), and University of Notre 

Dame (IN).  Additionally, the U.S. service academies (Military Academy, Naval Academy, etc.) do not submit data to the 

NSC.

There are several limitations to matching and reporting of enrollment data which may result in underreporting of college 

enrollment. Limitations such as name variations, name changes, and FERPA blocks may result in lower levels of 

matching. According to NSC, Georgia has a FERPA block rate of about 1.3%. 

SAT

SAT scores came from district-level score reports received from College Board.  Scores are matched back to APS 

students using name and date of birth.

National College Enrollment

National college enrollment rates come from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

College Graduation Rates

Institution graduation rates come from the Department of Education’s College Scorecards. 
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/NSC_Directory_Block_Rates.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/hsgec.nr0.htm
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
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School summaries:  BEST and CSK

11



ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS DATA + INFORMATION GROUP | RESEARCH + EVALUATION

APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

School summaries:  Carver Early and Carver HS
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

School summaries:  Classical and Crim
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

School summaries:  Douglass and Drew
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

School summaries:  Grady and Jackson
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019

School summaries:  KIPP Collegiate and Mays
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019
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School summaries:  North Atlanta and South Atlanta
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APS POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT TRENDS, 2012-2019
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School summaries:  Therrell and Washington


